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Detailed Action 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed on 03/19/2010. Claims 1-24 remain pending for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
03/19/2010 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-20 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Phillips et al. (US 7,454,206). 

5. As to claim 1 , Phillips discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a processor on a wireless terminal configured to receive, from an application on 
the wireless terminal, a request for an identity of a user, wherein the processor is 
configured to automatically select one of a plurality of identities selectable for use by the 
respective application, the respective identity being selected based upon the application 
and at least one user preference independent of user input to the application (selection 
logic for selecting one of the plurality of user identifiers, based at least in part on 
the requested session type and at least one application), and wherein the processor is 
configured to provide the selected identity to the application (Phillips, col. 1, line 64 - 
col. 2, line 2; col. 6, lines 35-63; col. 7, lines 37-48; and col. 8, lines 4-42). 

6. As to claim 2, Phillips discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a 
user naming system is configured to receive, from a trusted application, a request for an 
identity of a user, and wherein the UNS is configured to select an identity further based 
upon a status of the user (Phillips, col. 1, line 64 - col. 2, line 2; col. 6, lines 35-63; 
col. 7, lines 37-48; and col. 8, lines 4-42). 

7. As to claim 3, Phillips discloses the apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
at least one user preference comprises at least one naming preference, wherein the 
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user naming system is configured to obtain a status of the user, and thereafter match 
the status of the user with a status of a naming preference that also includes a 
predefined identity, and wherein the user naming system is configured to select the 
predefined identity of the respective naming preference (For example, if a user is 
engaged in a PTT session, wherein the user is identified by the user's first user 
identifier, the real-time media in the PTT session may beneficially remain uninterrupted 
by instant messages because instant messages may be associated with the user's 
second user identifier) (Phillips, col. 8, lines 4-42). 

8. As to claim 4, Phillips discloses the apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
processor is configured to match the status of the user with a status of at least one 
naming preference that further includes at least one application, wherein the processor 
is further configured to match the application requesting the identity with an application 
of one of the at least one naming preference having a matching status, and wherein the 
processor is configured to select the predefined identity from the naming preference 
having a matching status and having a matching application (if a user is engaged in a 
PTT session, a PTT session is established using the first user identifier and in the Web 
browsing case, a Web browsing session is established, using the second user identifier) 
(Phillips, Fig. 3, col. 1, line 59 - col. 2, line 2; col. 6, lines 35-63; col. 7, lines 37-48; 
and col. 8, lines 4-42). 
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9. As to claim 6, Phillips discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
processor is further configured to identify a current preferred identity based upon at 
least one user preference and a status of the user, wherein the processor is configured 
to receive, from a trusted application, a request for an identity of a user, and wherein the 
processor is configured to select the current preferred identity (if a user is engaged in a 
PTT session, a PTT session is established using the first user identifier and in the Web 
browsing case, a Web browsing session is established, using the second user identifier) 
(Phillips, col. 1, line 64 - col. 2, line 2; col. 6, lines 35-63; col. 7, lines 37-48; and 
col. 8, lines 4-42). 

10. As to claim 7, Phillips discloses the apparatus according to Claim 6, wherein the 
at least one user preference comprises at least one naming preference, wherein the 
processor is configured to obtain a status of the user, and thereafter match the status of 
the user with a status of a naming preference that also includes a predefined identity, 
and wherein the processor is configured to identify the predefined identity of the 
respective naming preference as a current preferred identity (For example, if a user is 
engaged in a PTT session, wherein the user is identified by the user's first user 
identifier, the real-time media in the PTT session may beneficially remain uninterrupted 
by instant messages because instant messages may be associated with the user's 
second user identifier) (Phillips, col. 8, lines 4-42). 
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11. As to claim 8, Phillips discloses the apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein the 
processor is configured to match the status of the user with a status of at least one 
naming preference that further includes at least one application, wherein the processor 
is configured to identify, for each application of each naming preference having a 
matching status, the predefined identity of the respective naming preference as a 
current preferred identity of the respective application, and wherein the processor is 
configured to select the current preferred identity of an application matching the 
application requesting the identity (if a user is engaged in a PTT session, a PTT session 
is established using the first user identifier and in the Web browsing case, a Web 
browsing session is established, using the second user identifier) (Phillips, col. 6, 
lines 35-63; col. 7, lines 37-48; and col. 8, lines 4-42). 

12. Claims 9-12, 14-16, 17-20 and 22-24 are corresponding method and computer 
program product claims of system claims 1-4 and 6-8; therefore, they are rejected under 
the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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14. Claims 5, 13 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Phillips, in view of Gabber et al. (US 5,961,593), hereinafter 
"Gabber". 

15. As to claim 5, Phillips discloses an apparatus according to claim 1, but does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the processor is capable of one of selecting and generating 
a pseudonym to thereby select an identity, and wherein the processor is capable of 
providing the pseudonym. 

In the same field of endeavor, Gabber teaches a proxy system generates and 
provides substitute identifiers (i.e., pseudonyms), which allow users to access the 
server sites anonymously via the proxy system (Gabber, page 5, line 58 - page 6, line 
17 and col. 11, line 54- col. 12, line 8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the features of being capable of one of 
selecting and generating a pseudonym to thereby select an identity, and providing the 
pseudonym to a non-trusted application, as disclosed by Gabber, into the teachings of 
Phillips. One would be motivated to do so to allow a user to establish accounts on 
web-sites without revealing his true identity, and without reusing the same user names, 
passwords for multiple sites to avoid a security breach at one site to affect other sites, at 
the same time to allow the user to browse/access the Internet in a safe and private 
(anonymous) manner (Gabber, page 2, lines 3-19 and lines 51-55). 
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16. Claims 13 and 21 are corresponding method claim and computer program 
product claims of system claim 5; therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

17. In the Remarks, Applicants argued in substance that 

(A) "Applicants believe none of the cited references disclose the feature of 
selecting one of a plurality of identities based upon the application and at least one user 
preference independent of user input to the application as recited in Claim 1" (recited 
from page 3 of the Remarks). 

As to point (A), Examiner respectfully disagrees noting that Phillips teaches at 
col. 1, line 59 - col. 2, line 2: 

[The wireless communication device comprises a user interface for receiving an instruction to 
establish a requested communication session, having a requested session type, over a packet- 
switched network on behalf of a user; data storage storing a plurality of user identifiers associated 
with the user; selection logic for selecting one of the plurality of user identifiers, based at 
least in part on the requested session type; and at least one application establishing the 
requested communication session of the requested session type. The at least one application 
uses the selected user identifier to identify the user for the requested communication session.] 
(Emphasis added) 
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Also, at col. 6, lines 39-66: 

[For example, data storage 56 (of the wireless communication device 14) may store a plurality of 
user identifiers 60, i.e., User ID 1 through User ID n, that uniquely identify a particular user. In 
many cases, the user may not aware of or have access to all of the plurality of user identifiers 60. 
For example, the user may be aware of only User ID 1. Thus, wireless communication device 
14 may use different user identifiers to identify the user in different communication 
sessions without the user's knowledge . 

The machine language instructions stored in data storage 56 may include various 
functional components. In particular, the machine language instructions may include a plurality of 
applications 62, i.e., Application 1 through Application n, for different types of communication 
sessions. For example, applications 62 may include a Web browser for Web browsing 
applications, a PTT client for PTT sessions, an IM client for instant messaging sessions, 
and/or other applications for other types of communication sessions. As described in more 
detail below, different applications 62 may use different user identities 60 to identify the 
user in different types of communication sessions. Although FIG. 2 shows the same number 
of applications 62 as user identifiers 60, data storage 56 may store a different number. For 
example, a given user identifier may be used for more than one application . In addition, a 
given application may use different user identifiers under different circumstances . 

Accordingly, data storage 56 may include User ID selection logic 64 that selects 
which one of user identifiers 60 to use in (a particular application for) a particular 
communication session.] (Emphasis added) 

Examiner respectfully submits that one ordinary skilled in the art would have duly 
recognized that Phillips' mechanism does disclose selecting one of a plurality of user 
identities 60 based at least in part on at least one application 62 (Phillips teaches 
"selecting one of the plurality of user identifiers based at least in part on the requested 
session type and at least one application", col. 1, lines 64-66) for the requested 
communication session (such as web browsing application for a web browser session or 
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IM client application for an instant messaging session, etc.) without the user's 
knowledge (Phillips teaches "the wireless communication device 14 may [select] use 
different user identifiers to identify the user in different communication sessions without 
the user's knowledge", col. 6, lines 44-46, i.e., wherein a preferred user identifier is used 
for the communication session which of a particular application 62 is being invoked, col. 
7, lines 30-32). 

Therefore, Examiner respectfully submits that Phillips does teach or disclose the 
feature of "selecting one of a plurality of identities based upon the application and at 
least one user preference independent of user input to the application", as claimed. 

Conclusion 

18. Applicant's arguments as well as request for reconsideration filed on 03/19/2010 
have been fully considered but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

19. A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire THREE (3) 
months from the mailing date of this communication. See 37 CFR 1 .134. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang N. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3886 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
SPE, Wing Chan, can be reached at (571) 272-7493. The fax phone number for the 
organization is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Quang N. Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2441 



